Bandon Walled Town Festival
Sustainability Policy
1. Our Commitment
Bandon Walled Town Festival is committed to organising an environmentally responsible, inclusive and sustainable community festival that celebrates and promotes the rich history, heritage and culture of Bandon.
We recognise the importance of protecting our natural and built heritage while supporting the local community, businesses and future generations.
Our aim is to minimise the environmental impact of festival activities while promoting social, cultural and economic sustainability.
2. Our Sustainability Objectives
Bandon Walled Town Festival is committed to:
· Protecting Our Heritage: Respecting and preserving Bandon's historic buildings, town walls, public spaces and heritage sites during festival activities.
· Reducing Waste: Minimising single-use plastics, unnecessary packaging and printed materials, while encouraging recycling and responsible waste disposal.
· Sustainable Transport: Encouraging visitors and participants to walk, cycle, carpool or use public transport where practical.
· Supporting Local Businesses: Prioritising local suppliers, craftspeople, performers and service providers wherever possible.
· Responsible Resource Use: Reducing unnecessary energy and water consumption and reusing festival equipment, signage and materials where practical.
· Digital Communications: Using online promotion, digital programmes and social media to reduce unnecessary printing.
· Community Inclusion: Providing accessible, welcoming and affordable activities that encourage participation from people of all ages, abilities and backgrounds.
· Heritage Education: Promoting awareness and appreciation of Bandon's built, cultural and natural heritage through guided walks, historical talks, workshops and educational activities.
3. Sustainable Festival Activities
We will aim to incorporate sustainable practices into the planning and delivery of our festival events.
Guided heritage walks will encourage visitors to explore Bandon on foot, while talks, exhibitions and workshops will make use of existing community venues and facilities wherever practical.
We will encourage the use of reusable materials and decorations and work with participating organisations, volunteers and suppliers to reduce waste and protect the local environment.
Special care will be taken to ensure that festival activities do not cause unnecessary damage to historic structures, heritage features or public spaces.
4. Social and Economic Sustainability
Bandon Walled Town Festival recognises that sustainability extends beyond environmental protection.
We are committed to strengthening community connections, encouraging volunteering, supporting local businesses and promoting pride in Bandon's unique history and identity.
Through collaboration with schools, historical organisations, community groups, local artists and businesses, we aim to ensure that the festival delivers lasting cultural, educational and economic benefits to the town.
5. Monitoring and Continuous Improvement
The festival organising committee will review its sustainability practices annually and identify opportunities for improvement.
We will encourage feedback from volunteers, participants, local businesses and community partners to help make future festivals more environmentally responsible, accessible and sustainable.
6. Our Commitment to the Future
Bandon Walled Town Festival is dedicated to celebrating the past while protecting the future.
By promoting responsible event management, community participation and heritage conservation, we aim to ensure that Bandon's unique history and cultural identity can be enjoyed and appreciated by generations to come.
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